Helping Hands.
Giving Hope.
Families with children battling chronic illness have enough to
fight, and we are dedicated to helping them.
When childhood cancer and other life-threatening illnesses take
families away from their home lives for treatment, it also takes
moms and dads away from their jobs. It takes kids away from
the comfort of their own belongings.
Our work helps ease the financial and emotional burdens
families face when their child is in treatment or hospice care.
You are critical to the success of that work.

Who We Are
Board Members:
Amy Butler
Eric Crutcher
Gary Dodson
Sherrie Hopper
Joelle Scholl
Team Members:
Christopher B. Hope – Founder and Executive Director
Viola Cage – Chief Operating Officer
Tammy Gregory – Data Entry and Apparel Manager
Te’Retta Hall – Volunteer Director
Jody Jordan – Chief Financial Officer
Yen Pham – Program Director
Amber Reeves – Admin Director
Beth Wilson – Publicist

The Impact of
Childhood Cancer
1 in 285
Research suggests as many as one in
every 285 children in the United States
will be diagnosed with cancer before
they turn 20.

1 in 8
Between 10% and 15% of American families
with a child diagnosed with cancer were
financially stable at the time of diagnosis, but
became poor during their child’s treatment.

1 in 4
One in four families lose more than 40%
of their annual household income as a
result of childhood cancer treatmentrelated work disruption.

1 in 3
After a childhood cancer diagnosis, one
out of every three families experience
work-related disruptions, including having
to leave their jobs.

Our Work
It isn’t uncommon for financial problems related to a childhood cancer diagnosis to
persist long after treatment ends, for both medical and non-medical reasons. And
frequently, the biggest money and logistical stressors lie “in the gaps” of what
hospital-based support does not cover, which for each family, is frustratingly different.
The impact of childhood cancer is clearly profound. These gaps are where we
operate. You might say it’s our specialty.

We grant wishes for children in end-of-life care.
Our CHF Family House provides temporary
housing for Le Bonheur and St. Jude families
who do not qualify for hospital housing.
Each month, we work with child life specialists at
Le Bonheur to identify a Kid of the Month. Our
special Kids of the Month get a special gift
delivered to them, and a trip to the hospital gift
shop.
We offer scholarships to high school seniors and
college students during and after cancer
treatments.
In 2022, we began providing meal vouchers for
families with a child in Le Bonheur Children's
Hospital Pediatric Intensive Care Unit.

Current Partners
Our partners in the Memphis community and beyond
include businesses large and small, other nonprofit
organizations, and individuals of influence who either
met us through our work with their children or who have
been inspired by the work we do.

Our Mission
Brought to Life
We’ve helped more than 3,000 families
since we launched in 2015 – an average
of more than 500 per year.

At the very core of the Chris Hope Foundation
is the difference that we can make by simply
spreading love and HOPE.

Spotlight on CHF
CHRIS HOPE HONORED AS MID-SOUTH HERO
“Heroes are courageous, can multi-task and often never think of themselves or seek
recognition for the work they love doing. That’s Chris, but he gives all the credit to the
young patients.”
That was an excerpt from the WMC Action News 5 article about Chris Hope and his
recognition by the station as a Mid-South Hero in June of 2021.

THE FINANCIAL ACT PARTNERSHIP
In the summer of 2021, Chris Hope Foundation entered into a partnership with The
Financial Act (TFA), a 501(c)(3) organization that promotes economic empowerment
for vulnerable individuals and families across the country.
The partnership between CHF and TFA provides financial education and credit repair
services at no cost to parents with a child being treated at St. Jude Children’s Research
Hospital or Le Bonheur Children’s Hospital.

JOHN E. BRATCHER PIONEER AWARD
In July, it was announced that our founder Chris Hope received the 2021 John E.
Bratcher Pioneer Award, bestowed by the Teamsters National Black Caucus (TNBC)
Memphis Delta Chapter, in recognition of Hope’s passionate work to uplift children
and families impacted by childhood chronic illness.
Hope was formally honored as the Pioneer Award Winner at the TNBC Educational
Scholarship Gala, which provides high school graduates and first-year college students
with grants to support their further education, on Saturday, August 14, 2021, at the
Holiday Inn-University of Memphis.

Spotlight on CHF
RUNNING TOWARD HOPE
Our legs ended up pretty sore last year, from the CHF Race for HOPE 5K and 10K, to
participating in the Le Bonheur Children’s Hospital Pumpkin Run, and the St. Jude
Memphis Marathon.
Of course, no matter how tired we felt, it could never compare to the pain a child and
their family experience after a life-threatening diagnosis. Because of that, we'll keep
on running.
Since Chris Hope Foundation was founded in 2015, we’ve been running toward a
particular destination: $1 million in support of St. Jude Children’s Research Hospital’s
life saving research.
We’re nearly 70% of the way there, as of 2021.

Spotlight on CHF
LIGHTING IT GOLD
To shed light on the experiences of kids and families affected by pediatric cancer, we
literally lit it gold in September 2021: 50 candles for 50 kids diagnosed every day.
All funds raised will advance the Chris Hope Foundation mission and fuel its
investment in supporting families of children receiving medical care in the Mid-South.

CHICK-FIL-A COMMUNITY CHAMPIONS
In November, Chick-fil-A Mid South again made us their Community Champions,
honored for enhancing the lives of youth in Memphis and throughout the Mid-South
through education, mentorship, life skills, and hosting community initiatives.
The support of corporate partners like Chick-fil-A allows us to spread the word about
our mission based on financially empowering families who have children struggling
with childhood cancer or other life-threatening illnesses.

Spotlight on CHF
MEMPHIS MOST
In December, it was announced that the Chris Hope Foundation won the Local
Non Profit Organization category of The Commercial Appeal’s Memphis Most Awards.
The dedication of our supporters and benefactors, and the passion of our
volunteers is what makes it possible to help kids and families affected by childhood
cancer and other life-threatening illnesses. Truly, this one was for you!

WITH THEIR HEARTS HAPPY, OURS ARE, TOO.
The Happy Hearts program was born out of our desire to bring final wishes to
pediatric patients in hospice or end-of-life care.
Through this program, we grant a wide array of requests, which may range from a
custom shirt to a family outing. In partnership with Le Bonheur, we also give a minishopping spree to one patient a month in our “Kid of the Month” initiative.

Spotlight on CHF
A STORY THAT CROSSES STATE LINES
In Booneville, Mississippi, a city with less than 10,000 people, a little girl named Lylah
Grey was born. Today, her story has raised funds to help hundreds of kids across the
region.
Lylah was just shy of 3 years old when she was diagnosed with high risk Stage 4
Neuroblastoma. She passed away in September 2015. That year, Lylah’s family raised
$103,000 for St. Jude working with Team HOPE.
Just as her annual 5k’s namesake says: she was, and still is, a ray of hope. Since 2017,
Lylah Grey’s Ray of HOPE 5k has been hosted in Booneville, benefiting St. Jude. The
Chris Hope Foundation has worked with Lylah’s family on promotion, fundraising and
organizing the race every year.
In 2022, we plan to make an even bigger impact in Booneville, and Lylah’s
grandmother, Kim, will lead that work.
In her own words, “The CHF mission is above and beyond what anyone could ever
have dreamed of. It is amazing what he aspires to do and what he does for families.”

Thank You

Every smile, every hand held, every burden lifted and every
wish granted is an act of love from our neighbors, community
partners and people just like you.

www.chrishopefoundation.org
www.facebook.com/chrishopefoundation
@chrishopeftn
@chrishopefoundation

